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“ald Reagan’s choice-to be: Amenca s
“next secretary of state;; -has had ‘sn- ]
“extiaordinary - careerin "publié. sers:
~vice,one’ that? has’; repeatedly : put
‘ hxm “the cedter of 'the biggest. po-:-,'

: -promlsed tm cloeely.scruhmze sthes
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GenAlexarider’ M. :Haig Jr., Ron-|

torms - of ;recent Amencan,’__

shis‘tdry A g _,
Q’a?ﬁlthoﬁgh '.'Haig 3+a <controversial .]
selectxon for.: the,,Reagan .Cabmet;
‘hxs career. has' given*himvone indis->

_

.puteble credential.; The prwdentﬁ
found only onei;.

{:glect :could- hav‘
~other* : Amenca_n

“'of the’ generals most':smkmg quah-
ities; his’ ab\hty to win_the-favor, of:
other _people.;; Thoee ultraconserva--
itives in. the.Repubhcan Party-wha"
rejected Kissinger: made~ Kissinger’s,
‘protege: “and- former . sidekick, : Haig,”
“théir first ‘choice for_ the State De--
partmenh ‘job.- But he was alsa Kisg?:
ringer's 3first -choice.”-And © P.xcharaJ

i Fhinistration;: the' 'Watergate affair: a(j.;

leon 5.;And Leon Jaworskl’

M‘On the oi:hen hand; Hmw'is decid-;
“edly=not.: the: wpreferred\ choxce of
most"DemOcrats in'the Senate. Sen-3
-fatg Democratic; leaders have already,

Hangvnoml ation : before - voting " on ;
‘hig “&mf'i-mahon L’I‘he ~Democrats,
‘though, are now 'the minority_ party:
Republmns { il - ¢ontrol *;the full }
‘body and ' the - Foreign,: Releuons
Commxtteei and™n may - e - able:

,8%

“push”the ng nommatxon ihrough_ '

 the- confirmation ;process. relatively}
""“A‘ q-k’..m qb,,ﬁpa '..l-

* quickly:: . oimres Y.

- ‘Army wc&*dnei.of stafE'on Méy. :
. "ﬂﬁm&fd' 'f.hat:H’mg vould” b'e"a“n':.‘&n?

THE WASHINGTON POST
]9 December 1980

’I.ndochma vs{a_r, Athe mretappmg ‘at?
.thé’ béginning of the first Nixon ad-

ithe’ end of . the\leon “presidency
“and “other controversxal ‘episodes;. &4
’thorout,h Senate inquiry-into Haig’s,
pasl: ‘would 'be 'a. drawn-out - affair.
“Reagan;:: however, -has*~ mdxcated a
desn-e to- swear-in his entire Cabm £
on Inaugration. Day, Jan. 20i::
*Today-The: Washmgton Post ‘be-:
gms a series - “of - artxcles on’ ngs

past, dmbmg events that aré. h’kely.
-0 Taise qu&hons during the hearings:
~and debate onHaig’s -nomination. In
th:s mstallment,"ng‘s ‘roleiinthe

Prwdent Nﬁxons chxef oﬁ staff., Dur,

that period;: the White House de-:
,voted most of its-efforts to defendmo'
*Nixon from:the charges of John Deanx

‘that . he’” obst:mcted ; justice.,’ “Nixon }
sgent long ‘hours“on his ‘own: ‘défense]
“diiring 7 those¥" months. i But 7: White'
H'ouso logs “and-accounts- of idozens of
former :White';House' aides- indicate
—f.hat Haig- ‘Spent -even more- time de-:
‘fending the pmxdentl&n N'xxon dxd
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a0 May-1973;"when_Nixon.
:that his two'most -trusted ~aides; -;-T;‘
H.R (Bob).-Haldeman - ‘and’ John
Ehrhchmax_r;—-were .going . .‘be
forced 'to; Tesign- ‘because ‘of - t.helr =}
’vo"ﬁrement ifi“the Watergats - affair, he.
:timyied to. Haig. The general had. been 3
IGsmger's,deputy at,the National.Seé-:

cuntyCo‘mdlfortheﬁrsttwoyears‘

,of the"Nixon: administration; and- “was!

_Starim® ~hiaf nf tha rireaidential taff f

= viously unpubhshed transcript of the'

. vxCe Nixon agreed” with this assess-
: where the ceneral had. been used &s a
‘. offered in Ellsberg’s deferse. -

STAT

ji"'mHaxv ‘was 8l favorite~ inside *the1
sNjxon: Whlte House: Just a* week ‘be-:!
ifore; he was-asked to take over Halde—«
$man’s job; - Haig biad beén. the subject |

01" an.. approw\ng m&vemnon mthe‘
Py e ¢ 'o,u i b e oapyoevian §
20val’ T I

.Ofﬁce tween H emarn; and

‘apparently..one of‘the . sensxtwe—-epx—-
:sodes_that, fell .under. the “Watergate”:
‘nubric, the trial in Californiaof Damel ;
+J. Ellsberg,* the man. who" Ie&ked‘thm
Penta,on Papers.w TR NGt s2p R Liaks

Halw did & great job out there, Hal-.
~deman told \Jnon according to a pre-.,

““tape-_recording * of “ this conversation
made by leon 3-automatic taping de-’

% ment of Haxvs testifnony at the trial," 1
prosecutlon witness to rebut teatxmony

%7 At the time Haldeman and. Nixon’
*talked,.‘they and-Haig-were three-of a4
:itiny circle of men who knew that the
";.'\Jxxon White House had _ordered_17.
3};'?wxretacs “on-government: officials- and ;
23 ]oumahsts' pnvate telephones “in-thes
,,early ‘months 2of theadministration’.
“fa. “fact .that® finally- became . puoLcr
§ Jgno_wledce five"days- later during the
*‘same-Ellsberg tnaLAsatmsted conﬁ—-
“*dant, Haig was’unable to focus exclu~s
Z'sxvely oxrpohcxj matters as-Nixon- had.M

«-.h.\s ﬁrsl:-acts" wash to~ask~the Penta-‘
igon’s- general‘-counse] -J: Fred+ Buz-t
“hardt, to -join>the *White House “staff -
'to deal with accusations’ egainst Nixon™.

.gzowmg ‘outfof the: Watervate ~affair]

“+Haig, Buzhardt, lawyer I‘.eonard Gar-]

f;fment -and> X Nixon's%: two™ pnnupal
"speechwntemqmc!dyawent to--work -
zprepanng, a¥national s secuntf'——raho—

{nale ' for-thewiretapping ~ and Jother, 4
,queshonable‘hcﬁvitxed. that t.he. prest-
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